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This listing of dai«ts wiH replace aU prior s'ersions and Ustiags of claims in the 
applicadott: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A pledget and a surgical arteriolomy staple 
comprising, in eombinatton: 

an individual staple having a proximal end adapted for individual attaGkneat to a 
single-staple delivery device, the staple having a plaraiity of distaily extending prongs 
commonly connected to the pfoxittial end and having tissue-piercing distal tips wi^sijffi^ent 
stiifaes s to pierce tissue solely in I'esponse to a distal force applied at the proxi mal end and 
wittioul stipplememal sn ppMM^ ^he prox imal end of the staple being configured to 

enable the delivery device to control clOvSare of the staple prong s solfolyJ>,v.mi«!^^^^ 
|:?voK,io.iaI Cind o f the staple,; 

the pledget being pre-attached to the staple and feeing embraced by the prongs, the 
pledget having sw-feiees edges configured to be frictionally engaged by and between the prongs 
to capture and retain the pledget on the staple bv jhe gngagenienl of U^^ with the 

|WP.&^. 'i^ti ft'* eK<ibie the combined stapie and attached pledget to be advanced together, by a 
slRgle-stap!e delivery device, toward the arteri(3l(.inn', whereby when the prongs of the staple are 
engaged with tissue about the artcfiotoiriy and are closed about the arteriotomy, the pledget will 
be disposed and retained adjacent the arteriotomy , 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The combination according to claim 1 wherein 
the pledget comprises a plurality of peripherally extending tabs configured to be received 
between said plurality of prongs. 

Claim 4 (previously presented); The combination according to claim X wherein 
the pledget hasi a plurality of holes, each receiving one of said plurality of prongs 
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Claim 5 (previoitsly presenled): The combination according to claim 1 whereitt 
said pledge!. cot«prLses a woven or ao«-woven fabric nuUeriai. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The combination accQiding to claim 5 wherein 
said fabric material comprises polyester niateriai. 

Claim 7 (previously presented); I'he combinatiofi according to claim 1 wherdR 
said pledget is a polymer sheet 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The combifiation according to claim 1 wherein 
said pledget is bioabsorbable. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The combiijatlon according to claim I further 
comprising the pledget having a physiologically active agent. 

Claim 10 (previously presented); The combination according to claim 9 wherein 
said physiologically active agent is adapted to be released over a predetermined time interval. 

Claim 11 (previously presefU.ed): The conibinaiion according to claim 9 wherein 
said physiologically active agent comprises acoating applied to said pledget. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The combination according to claim 9 wherein 
said pledget is impregnated with said physiologically active agent. 

Claim 13 (previously preseiited): The combination acicordiflg to ciaim 9 wherein 
said pledget is formed from said physiologically active agent. 

Claim 14 (previonsly presented): The combination according to claim 9 wherein 
said physiologically active agent comprises an anti -microbial agent 



Pa^3of11 



Ser. No. .10/636,072 

Arad. Dateti: December 19, imi 

Ryply to OSYice Action maitetl Sept. l<>, 2(K)7 

Claim 15 (previously presented): The combination aceordiijg to claim 9 wherein 
said physioiogically active ageni comprises mi antiseptic agent. 

Qaim .16 (previously presented): The combtRation according to daim 9 vvherein 
said physiobgicaily active agent inhibit>s intraluminai clotting, 

Ciairn 17 (previously presented); The combination according to daim 9 wherein 
said physiologically active agent promotes; extralumiiial clotting. 

Claims 18-47 (canceled) 

Claim 48 (previously presented): The combination according to claim 1 wherein 
the pledget comprises a plurality of peripheral notches, each of the prongs being disposed within 
one of the notches. 

Claim 49 (previotssiy presented): Tha combination according to claim .1 wherein 
the staple has tour prong.s mid further comprising the prongs being commoniy connected at a 
crown formed al the proximiil end of ihe staple, the crown including distally cxte.udi.ng tabs or 
wete adapted to bear against d\e pledget. 

Claim 50 (currently amended): The combination according to chiim I wherein 
the sti^iees edges of the pledget configured to beirictionally engaged by and between the 
prongs of the staple are preformed before attachment to the staple. 
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